A monoclonal antibody to the galactan from Helix pomatia snails recognizes beta-(1,6)-linked D-galactose residues.
Using the hybridoma technique, a series of four monoclonal antibodies to the galactan isolated from albumin glands of wine yard snails (Helix pomatia) could be generated. Characterization of the binding properties of one of these antibodies revealed a specificity for beta-(1,6)-glycosidically linked D-galactose residues. This could be demonstrated by reaction of the antibody with beta-(1,6)-D-galactans and by the D-galactose-inhibitable binding to group B streptococci of type II, which possess beta-(1,6)-linked D-galactose as immuno-determinant group.